The hearings, which will last five weeks, wili be dedicated to the merits of the dispute between the Parties. They will constitute the fmal phase of the proceedings în this case, which wiii have been the longest in the Court's history.
The programme is as follows: The hearings will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. On Monday 5 June and Tuesday 13 June, they will, exceptionally, take place in the morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and in the aftemoon from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. -3-In the interim report that it submitted on 30 September 1998, Qatar announced thar for the purposes of the case, i t would not rely on the disputed documents. In that report, to which four experts' reports were appended, Qatar stated on the one band that, on the question of the materîal authenticity of the documents, there were differing views not only between the respective experts of the Parties, but also between its own experts, and on the other that, as far as the historical consistency of the content of those documents was concerned, the experts that it bad consulted considered that Bahrain's assertions contained exaggerations and distortions of the facts. Qatar stated that it had taken its decision "so asto enable the Court to address the merits of the case without further procedural complications".
By an Or der dated 17 F ebruary 1999, the Court placed on record the decision of Qatar to disregard the 82 documents annexed to its written pleadings which bad been challenged by Bahrain and it accordingly decided that the Replies yet to be filed by Qatar and by Bahrain would not rely on these documents. The Court granted a two-month extension of the time-limit for the submission of these Replies (whîch was accordingly set for 30 May 1999) following a request by Qatar, to which Bahrain bad no objection.
After filing their Replies within the extended time-limit, Qatar and Bahrain have submîtted, with the approval of the Court, certain additional expert reports and historie documents.
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